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Delta 
Infrastructure

• Hundreds of gas lines

• 6 highways

• 5 high-voltage lines

• 3 railroads

• 9 towns and villages in 
primary zone, 16 in 
whole or part in the 
secondary zone

Map courtesy of PPIC



Precipitation Levels in California Static for 115 Years



How Water Gets Through the Delta

Sac River
– Delta Cross Channel
– Mokelumne River
– Old & Middle Rivers
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California Water Diversions
Source: Our Vision for the California Delta



Land Subsidence in the Delta



Below Sea LevelBelow Sea LevelBelow Sea Level
-30-30 -20-20 -10-10 -5 ft-5 ft

Land Subsidence
Due to farming, erosion & peat soil oxidation

- 20 ft.- 20 ft.

- 5 ft.- 5 ft.

- 15 ft.- 15 ft.

- 25 ft.- 25 ft.



Areas of the Delta Most Likely to Urbanize



The South Delta Community of Discovery Bay



Declines of Four Important Delta Species



Differences in Juvenile Salmon Growth

Source: Our Vision for the 
California Delta



Historic Sea Level Rise at the Golden Gate Bridge



From: Dettinger, 2005
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Seismic Vulnerability
San Andreas

San Andreas

San Andreas
Hayward

Hayward
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San Gregorio

San Gregorio

San Gregorio

Two-in-three 
chance of 
catastrophic 
flooding by 2050 
from earthquakes or
100-year flood events

Two-in-three 
chance of 
catastrophic 
flooding by 2050 
from earthquakes or
100-year flood events

Source: James M. Hutchings



Seismic Risk Increases with Time


